
  



  



  



  



  

Subject: Pompey's triumph according to Plutarch

"The splendor and magnificence of Pompey's triumph was such that though it took up 
the space of two days, yet they were extremely straitened in time, so that of what was 
prepared for that pageantry, there was as much withdrawn as would have set out and 
adorned another triumph. In the first place, there were tables carried, inscribed with the 
names and titles of the nations over whom he triumphed, Pontus, Armenia, 
Cappadocia, Paphlagonia, Media, Colchis, the Iberians, the Albanians, Syria, Cilicia, 
and Mesopotamia, together with Phoenicia and Palestine, Judaea, Arabia, and all the 
power of the pirates subdued by sea and land. And in these different countries there 
appeared the capture of no less than one thousand fortified places, nor much less than 
nine hundred cities, together with eight hundred ships of the pirates, and the foundation 
of thirty-nine towns. Besides, there was set forth in these tables an account of all the 
tributes throughout the empire, and how that before these conquests the revenue 
amounted but to fifty millions, whereas from his acquisitions they had a revenue of 
eighty-five millions; and that in present payment he was bringing into the common 
treasury ready money, and gold and silver plate, and ornaments, to the value of twenty 
thousand talents, over and above what had been distributed among the soldiers, of 
whom he that had least had fifteen hundred drachmas for his share....But that which 
seemed to be his greatest glory, being one which no other Roman ever attained to, was 
this, that he made his third triumph over the third division of the world. For others 
among the Romans had the honor of triumphing thrice, but his first triumph was over 
Africa, his second, over Europe, and this last, over Asia; so that he seemed in these 
three triumphs to have led the whole world captive."

Plutarch, Life of Pompey (Dryden trans.)
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