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The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament
The Old Testament prophets spoke of the day when the Holy Spirit would be poured out upon God’s people.  Isaiah tells us that a Messiah will come upon whom the Spirit of the Lord will rest (Is. 11:1-2).  When this King is sent from God, He will rule in righteousness and the Spirit will be poured out upon all God’s people (Is. 32:1,15).   Ezekiel prophesies that God will put His Spirit upon His people (36:27, 39:29), and that this outpouring of the Spirit will cause the dry bones of God’s people to come to life (chapter 37).  Zechariah declares that in the last days, the plan of God will be accomplished  “not by might nor by power but by My Spirit, says the Lord” (Zech. 4:6).  Joel speaks words which, hundred of years later, were quoted by Peter as they came to fulfilment on the day of Pentecost: “And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see vision.  Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days... and everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved; for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be deliverance, as the Lord has said...” (Joel 2:28-29,32).  
What the Jews believed
At the time of Jesus, the Jewish teachers believed that, while the Holy Spirit had anointed the godly men and prophets of old, He had departed from Israel with the death of the last prophets (Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi).  They believed that the Holy Spirit would return to Israel when the Messiah came.  The Holy Spirit would rest upon the Messiah and, at that time, all of God’s people would be filled by the Spirit and would have their hearts changed by His indwelling presence.  The Jews believed the presence of the Spirit would be accompanied by fire and light. 

John the Baptist and Jesus
John the Baptist, as a Jew who knew both the Scriptures and the Rabbis’ teaching,  clearly understood that he came as the forerunner of the Messiah.  He knew what he was saying when he described himself in Isaiah’s words as the one appointed to prepare the way for the Lord, and that, though he baptized in water, the One coming after him would baptize in the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:3,11).  Such words could refer only to the Messiah. Scripture records that the Holy Spirit came down on Jesus at His baptism (Matt. 3:16).  Jesus understood this, too, when He promised that whoever believed in Him would receive the infilling of the Holy Spirit (John 7:38).

Being baptized in the Spirit
As Jesus ascended into heaven after His resurrection, He told the disciples to wait in Jerusalem until they had been clothed with power from on high (Luke 24:49).  On the fiftieth day after Passover (“Pentecost” comes from the Greek word for “fifty”), just as the Jews had expected, the Holy Spirit fell with fire and light upon the believers.  Tongues of fire alighted on them and they began to speak in unknown languages.  This was the baptism in the Holy Spirit.  Just as with water baptism, the word “baptism” speaks of a total immersion.  This immersing in the Spirit was the sign that the Messiah had come and that from now on, God’s people would be defined by the indwelling of the Spirit.  We enter the new covenant in Christ by placing our faith in Him, and in turn God seals our repentance and decision of faith by baptizing us in His Spirit.

All of us, therefore, who are Christians have been baptized in the Spirit: “For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body – whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free – and we were all given the one Spirit to drink” (1 Cor. 12:13).   Again Paul says: “And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ...”   Being baptized in the Spirit, therefore, is what happens to us when we first come to Christ.  It has the same meaning as “receiving the Spirit”  or “being born again by the Spirit” (John 3:3-8).   It is true that people frequently receive a second encounter with the Holy Spirit where they begin to speak in tongues.  Often this is referred to as the baptism of the Spirit.  It would be truer to the Bible to view the first experience as the baptism of the Spirit, but to understand it as ideally involving a package of spiritual gifts, including tongues.  God’s intention is that when we first come to Christ we should receive everything His Spirit has to offer.  Why should He make us wait for a further experience at a later date?  If that experience was linked to a sanctifying process, i.e. we need to be more mature to receive the Spirit’s gifts, that would make sense.  But the Bible seems to link the receiving of the Spirit and His gifts with justification, not sanctification, and His desire is that we should receive everything when we come to Christ.  Our character He will work on later.  That explains why the Corinthians received such an abundance of spiritual gifts (1 Cor. 1:5-7) even when they were spiritually immature (1 Cor. 3:1-3).  Why we often have to wait in this way is explained below.  

What happens when we are baptized in the Spirit?





Being baptized in the Holy Spirit accomplishes three things:



$ 
The Holy Spirit brings the resurrection life of Jesus into our spirits and even our mortal bodies: “And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.  But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. And if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit, who lives in you” (Rom. 8:9-11).  Justification declares us legally innocent before God and opens the way to eternal life, but it is through being baptized in the Spirit that the life of Christ overflows into our lives.  This is what gives us power to live and fight back against sin.
$ 
Through the Holy Spirit, we become God’s children: “For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship.  And by Him we cry, ‘Abba’ Father’.  The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children” (Rom. 8:15).  Through the Holy Spirit, we are restored to a relationship with God as our Father.
$ 
The Holy Spirit endows us with supernatural power and spiritual gifts.  Jesus told the disciples: “I am going to send you what the Father has promised, but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high” (Luke 24:49).   Later He told them: “...in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit... You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:5,8).  This power includes a full range of the gifts of the Holy Spirit: “...in everything you were enriched in Him...even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you, so that you are not lacking in any gift...” (1 Cor. 1:5-7).  The ability to speak in tongues seemed to accompany the receiving of the Spirit in the book of Acts (Acts 2:4, 10:46, 19:6)  but so did other gifts such as faith (Acts 3:4-6), healing (Acts 3:7-8, 5:15), word of knowledge (Acts 5:3), and the working of miracles (Acts 5:12).  Why limit the scope of the Holy Spirit’s work in us?   

Power to witness







Power to witness is a direct evidence of receivng the Holy Spirit, yet we often fail to understand the full dimensions of this.  Jesus said, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8).  But what does being a “witness” mean?  Sometimes we think it refers to occasions on which we explain the plan of salvation to an unbeliever.  But the Bible gives us a bigger picture.  Peter describes himself as  “a witness of Christ’s sufferings and one who also will share in the glory to be revealed” (1 Peter 5:1).  The implication is that as he has shared in Christ’s sufferings, so also will he share in His glory.  In fact, Peter has just finished urging his readers to “rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ” (1 Peter 4:13).   Stephen is described by Paul as a witness to Christ at his death (Acts 22:20).  Ananias prophesies over Paul that he too will be a witness as his life’s calling (Acts 22:15).     It is interesting that the Greek word for witness (martus) is the word from which we get our English word “martyr”.  So being a witness is living a life before the world around us which expresses faithfulness to Christ in all we say and do, as well as a willingness to suffer and, if necessary, to die for our faith.  When Jesus told us we would be His witnesses when we had received the Holy Spirit, He was not just talking about giving out tracts –  He was speaking about how the Holy Spirit would give us power to begin to live for Christ and be faithful to Him all the days of our lives, no matter what the cost.

What about a second experience of the Spirit?
Another common teaching is that when we come to Christ, we receive the Spirit, yet somehow at a later date we still need to be baptized in the Spirit.  Yet the Bible teaches that all who are Christians have been baptized in the Spirit (1 Cor. 12:13) and have received the Spirit (Rom. 8:9).  Yet it is undoubtedly true that millions of people have received a second experience of the Holy Spirit months or even years after they first came to Christ.  Often this second experience was powerful in nature, and accompanied by speaking in tongues or other signs.  We do not want to deny the reality of these experiences, just to understand them in a Biblical manner.

First of all, the exercise of tongues or any other gift of the Spirit is not a sign of sanctification or spiritual maturity, but of justification or being saved.  The Corinthians experienced the gifts in great measure, yet were spiritually immature and unsanctified.  This sometimes leads to people looking down on immature charismatic believers and unknowingly despising the Spirit who gave His gifts to them.  The church in our western culture, which has often turned its back on the gifts, has in doing so turned its back on the Spirit who gives them.  It has become powerless in the face of the unrelenting spiritual warfare waged against it by the powers of darkness, which have no hesitation in using whatever supernatural power is at their disposal.  The gifts of the Spirit should be regularly exercised in every church which honours God’s Word and welcomes His Spirit.  Our ability to fulfil the mandate of extending the kingdom will be greatly limited until we repent of our unbelief and open our doors to the Holy Spirit and His gifts.

We must start by confessing that the church has often grieved the Holy Spirit by denying His gifts.  The Holy Spirit appears at Jesus’ baptism (Matt. 3:16) as a dove, a bird which will quickly fly off if trouble is sensed.  Paul warns us: “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God” (Eph. 4:30).  Over the centuries, the church grew cold and lost touch with the supernatural empowering of the Spirit.  So the Holy Spirit withdrew, and we lost a very important dimension of who He is.  Christians have even denied that God ever works supernaturally, even to heal the sick, saying that those miracles ceased after the days of the New Testament.  Such false teaching, which has no backing in the Bible, was only a coverup for our sinful rejection of God’s power and our spiritual barrenness, which we tried to justify instead of acknowledging and crying out for deliverance.  As people do reach out to God and begin to rediscover the fulness of the Holy Spirit’s work, He has been busy restoring those realities in the church.   Very often people have come to a second experience with the Holy Spirit, in which they have received what was supposed to be part of the original package when they first came to Christ.  We could describe this as being filled or re-filled with Spirit.  Sad to say, it is possible to come to Christ, be born again and baptized in the Spirit without being truly filled with the Spirit in the way that the early church experienced and God intended for every believer at salvation.  But let us not make the mistake of saying that all this is not available at salvation, and that somehow you have to wait until a later date to receive what you could have had to begin with.  If we teach that, we also are  guilty of grieving the Spirit.

