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Like the parable of the prodigal son, this is a teaching on the character of God, followed by a 

surprise twist or “sting in the tail” in which Jesus turns things around and challenges His 

listeners.  With the prodigal son, the surprise involves not so much the response of the father as 

the reaction of the older brother, and the implication is that those listening to Him are a group of 

“older brothers”.  In this parable, Jesus deals with the complaint that the Father is slow to answer 

prayer.  After answering this, He turns the spotlight back on the unbelief of those making the 

complaint.   

 

The parable starts in verse 1 with Jesus’ instruction to His disciples that they should always pray 

and never give up. The word “give up” is the same as in Gal. 6:9, where Paul exhorts the 

Galatians never to give up doing good, for if they do not give up, they will reap a harvest at the 

right time.  It is also the word Paul uses in 2 Cor. 4:16, where he says that he does not give up or 

lose heart because his present sufferings are about to bring forth an eternal harvest of glory.  

These passages illuminate Jesus’ meaning here.  When Jesus says “always” pray, He does not 

mean “do nothing else but pray”.  Rather, He means never give up on prayer or walk away from 

prayer, but rather keep at it until you’ve reached the goal.  Jesus’ fear is the same as Paul had for 

the Galatians, that they would give up, perhaps at the very point where they were about to reap 

the harvest.  Satan’s pressure on us to give up is often an indicator that God’s answer is right 

around the corner. 

  

Now in verse 2 we are introduced to the judge, one of the two characters in the drama. The judge 

could be either a secular, Roman appointee or a Jewish religious judge, as both types existed.  In 

either case, in small towns people of prominence were appointed to such positions, though there 

was no organized system. This judge was doubly corrupt.  He neither feared God (he did not see 

God as his own judge), nor did he care about men.  In verse 3 the second character, the widow, is 

introduced.  Someone had defrauded this widow of property or money, and the parable states 

(according to the tense of the verb) that she was repeatedly coming to the judge with her plea.  

But as the widow was too poor to offer a bribe and had no other political clout, the corrupt judge 

was unmoved by her plea. 

 

The opening phrase of verse 4 clarifies that this situation went on for a considerable time with no 

change.  Even though the law stipulated that a judge had to give priority to the case of a widow, 

he did not do so, either because of the lack of a bribe or because, perhaps, he was taking a bribe 

from or feared the influence of her adversary.  Nevertheless in verse 5, something remarkable 

happens.  The widow’s repeated efforts at last bear fruit. The judge (who at least was honest 

about his faults), declares that even though he neither fears God nor cares about men, he can no 

longer stand the repeated hassle or aggravation the widow is giving him.  The NIV translation, 

“this widow keeps bothering me” could better be expressed, “she has become a real pain in the 

neck” --  or words to that effect!  But the judge goes further.  He states that he will grant her plea 

lest she “eventually wear me out with her coming”.  This phrase means literally, “with her 

unceasing coming she will beat me black and blue” or alternately, “with her unceasing coming 



she will give me a blackened face or a black eye.”  A blackened face in the ancient near east 

always referred to shame and dishonour: even the judge cared at some point for his name.  

 

Now in verse 7 Jesus brings the application.  He says: “Will not God [an emphatic phrase] 

vindicate or bring about justice for His chosen ones, who cry out to Him day and night?”  In this 

we must note that a delay is implied between our praying and God’s answering, this delay being 

marked by our crying out day and night.  Jesus continues:  “Will He keep putting them off?”  

What Jesus really means is this: “Will not God bring about justice, even if He seems (because of 

the delay) not to be responding.”  While we are crying out day and night, it appears God is not 

there or not answering.  But this is not actually true, for as verse 9 reveals: “I tell you, He will 

see that they get justice and quickly”.    “Quickly” does not necessarily mean immediately after 

we have prayed, but rather that when God does act, it will be quick and decisive (Is. 60:22: “In 

its time I will do it quickly”), and as we look back on it, we will realize that God was faithful 

after all and His timing was perfect.            

 

In all of this, we are brought back to Jesus’ concern at the beginning: that we do not give up.  In 

the midst of the tribulation, we are like the widow who had to keep on going back over and over 

and beating the judge down before she got justice.  Jesus contrasts God and the judge, saying that 

if even the wicked judge grants justice, how much more will the righteous God do so.  

Nevertheless, there are comparisons to be made.  We, like the widow, may suffer for a season.  

Like the widow, we may have to call repeatedly upon the Judge. And like the widow, we must 

never give up.  Why God appears to delay is beyond our reasoning.  Sometimes God is taking the 

extra time to bring elements of His plan for us together which are at present unseen to us.  

Sometimes He is saving us from things we at first asked for.  Often He is simply changing and 

refining us as we pray, because in the process we are drawn closer to Him through our seeking of 

Him.  Hopefully we discover it is more important to seek God than the thing we are asking for.  

For all these reasons, we then look back and thank the Lord that it worked out the way it did.  

But regardless of what we are going through, there is one thing we are called to do, and that is 

always to pray.  And there is one thing we are not to do, and that is to give up. 

 

Then in the last sentence of verse 8 comes the twist: “However, when the Son of man comes, 

will He find faith on the earth?”  We may have started out angry or disillusioned with the 

apparent unfaithfulness or unresponsiveness of God.  However, the truth is that God, unlike the 

unjust judge, is always faithful and always hearing our request.  What is in doubt, however, is 

whether we are faithful to Him.  The word “faith” here refers to faithfulness, as expressed in 

persistent prayer.  Jesus presumes tribulations during which we will be tempted to lose faith, to 

stop being faithful, to give up and walk away from God.  His encouragement to us in this parable 

is that victory is always ours, even when there is delay.  God is still there and still making ready 

His answer for us.  Jesus’ exhortation to us is to be like this wonderful widow, who just kept 

coming, whether she felt up or down, no matter how many disappointments she had had.  Her 

greatest weapon was not talent, eloquence, money, position or influence with men.  Her greatest 

and her only weapon was persistence – and that, in the end, was the only weapon she needed. 

 


