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Overview 
We met together from as far south as Cape Town, as far west 
as Montana, as far east as India and as far north as Durham to 
discuss, debate, worship and pray together.  The venue was 
Istanbul,  where  east  and  west  meet  and  God  spoke  to  us 
about  his  bringing  us  together  for  the  nations,  from  the 
nations and joined together in Him. On the first morning of 
prayer,  God set the scene by instructing us to “leave all  our 
armour  &  weapons  at  the  entrance”,  something  that  was  so 
evident  in  every  person,  right  through  the  week  -  totally 
disarmed.

Programme and discussion
The core team - Steve, Ray, Trevor and Gary wanted to confer 
with a wider team, discuss and seek God to help them shape 
Regions Beyond for the future.

Each day began early with prayer and after breakfast we met 
to worship, followed by a short reflection from John Colwell 
on the Trinity.  Wow, what a treat for us -  food for further 
worship together. 

Steve set the agenda -  discussion, debate and open hearted 
communication  as  well  as  a  desire  to  see  multiplied 
leadership. The debated issues included:

✦Knowing our identity and distinctiveness

✦Defining our values

✦Our view of Israel in God's plan

✦The future of the Hub and how we should connect

✦The role of women, baptism in the Holy Spirit, defining 
apostolic ministry 

✦The way forward regarding Newfrontiers, finance, website, 
diary etc.

You can look forward to further information as these issues 
are decided upon and we go forward as a movement together. 
Our aim is to have our Vision & Values booklet published 
by November 2016.
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Donna says: 

It's been an enormous privilege to be a 
part of what has been such a fantastic 
week for us at Regions Beyond, as we 
gathered together to be led by God.  It 
really feels that we have been joined 
together and moulded. There's such 
diversity, yet such a strong sense of 
common heart and purpose.  We know 
it's early days and there's much to 
grapple with and work through but to 
do this in an atmosphere of honouring 
of one another and of a growing 
c o m m i t m e n t t o ea c h o t h e r ; i t 
genuinely feels that we have such a 
strong foundation to build on, to grow 
together from as we go forward into 
Regions Beyond. 

Some of the ladies who helped shape 
our week together - thank you! 

Mark says: 

This week in Turkey, revealed that 
we have clearly found  buoyancy in 
this ‘Apostolic current’, this was 
evidenced by the clarity of purpose, 
meaningful relationships and 
astonishing mobilisation. We are 
truly there for the success of others. 
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Paul says: 

This week has been so helpful.  I 
feel that the way things were led 
and discussed gave me even 
more confidence in the direction 
we are going in RB and the care 
we are taking in going forward. 
The emphasis on clear leadership 
and definition of values, whilst 
making our friendships a priority, 
all wrapped up in wonderful 
devotion to the Father, Jesus and 
the Holy Spirit was sooooo 
exciting! How great is our God, 
what an adventure we are on.  

Liz says: 

It was exciting to arrive in the 
s n o w a n d b e l o w - z e r o 
temperatures, adjusting to the 
shock of the cold, throwing a few 
snowballs on afternoon walks and 
enjoying the crisp air. 

This week has been one of 
learning as John C happily 
s t retched our bra ins every 
morning, rejoicing as truth 
resonated and hit home with 
groans and gasps! Keep i t 
coming, John! 

What else..... chats, debates, 
beginning the journey on subjects 
such as Israel, the role of women 
and being stirred again to teach 
and give room for t he holy spirit. 
We don't have all the answers yet 
but let's share as we learn and 
grow. 

And finally the joy of finding new 
depths in vulnerability together, 
knowing that we have deep 
friendships to call on across the 
world.

Interviews: 

Simon Turner used his great skills in interviewing a variety of 
people from the nations, including Donna Bloomfield, who 
gave us such a stirring story of a lad in Rwanda, who has been 
transformed through the gospel from a life of hardship to 
managing a farming project.  We continue to pray for peace in 
Burundi, trusting that God will complete the work that he has 
started there through Regions Beyond. 

Simon also interviewed Bryan and Margaret Asay from 
Montana, who gave us their experience of trusting God over 
many years and the journey towards being a part of our family. 

Other interviews included Trevor and Rachel Payne and Paul 
Simpson - both of whom had remarkable stories of God's grace 
and call. 


