
Isaiah 51:9-52:10 

‘Wake up! Wake up! Salvation has come!” 



How to read OT prophecy 

i.) What is the historical context? 

(pre-exile, in exile, post-exile) 

 

ii.) How does Jesus fulfil the prophecy?  

(deeper spiritual reality of judgement for and 

salvation from sin) 



Double fulfilment in Isaiah 

42:18-44:23 – Isaiah diagnoses a double need 

in God’s people: 

National bondage – GREAT PROBLEM 

Spiritual sinfulness – GREATER PROBLEM 

 

44:24-53:12 – Isaiah turns to say how these 

needs will be met: 

The work of Cyrus – GREAT DELIVERANCE 

The work of the Messianic Servant/Jesus – 

GREATER DELIVERANCE 

 



Isaiah 51:9-11 
9 Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the LORD; 

awake, as in days of old, the generations of long ago. 

Was it not you who cut Rahab in pieces,who 

pierced the dragon? 
10 Was it not you who dried up the sea, the waters of 

the great deep, who made the depths of the sea a 

way for the redeemed to pass over? 
11 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and 

come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be 

upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, 

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 



Isaiah 51:12-16 
12 “I, I am he who comforts you; who are you that you are 

afraid of man who dies, of the son of man who is 

made like grass, 
13 and have forgotten the LORD, your Maker, who 

stretched out the heavens and laid the foundations of 

the earth, and you fear continually all the day because of 

the wrath of the oppressor, when he sets himself to 

destroy? And where is the wrath of the oppressor? 
14 He who is bowed down shall speedily be released; he 

shall not die and go down to the pit, neither shall his 

bread be lacking. 
15 I am the LORD your God, who stirs up the sea so that its 

waves roar— the LORD of hosts is his name. ... 
 



Scene 1: Isaiah 51:17-23 
17 Wake yourself, wake yourself, stand up, O Jerusalem, 

you who have drunk from the hand of the LORD the cup of 

his wrath, who have drunk to the dregs the bowl, the cup 

of staggering. ... 

21 Therefore hear this, you who are afflicted, who are 

drunk, but not with wine: 
22 Thus says your Lord, the LORD, your God who pleads the 

cause of his people: “Behold, I have taken from your 

hand the cup of staggering; the bowl of my wrath you 

shall drink no more; 
23 and I will put it into the hand of your tormentors, who 

have said to you, ‘Bow down, that we may pass over’; 

and you have made your back like the ground and like 

the street for them to pass over.” 



Scene 2: Isaiah 52:1-2 
1 Awake, awake, 

    put on your strength, O Zion; 

put on your beautiful garments, 

    O Jerusalem, the holy city; 

for there shall no more come into you 

    the uncircumcised and the unclean. 
2 Shake yourself from the dust and arise; 

    be seated, O Jerusalem; 

loose the bonds from your neck, 

    O captive daughter of Zion. 



Concluding Scene: Isaiah 52:7-10 
7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him 

who brings good news, who publishes peace, who 

brings good news of happiness, who publishes 

salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
8 The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; 

together they sing for joy; for eye to eye they see the 

return of the LORD to Zion. 
9 Break forth together into singing, you waste places of 

Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted his people; he 

has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10 The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of 

all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see 

the salvation of our God. 



Application 

Besides this you know the time, that the hour has 

come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is 

nearer to us now than when we first believed. 

(Romans 13:11) 

 

“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, 

and Christ will shine on you.” (Ephesians 5:14) 

 

 


